
 

 

EAFP council meeting 
Zoom platform, May 20th 2020 

 
 
MINUTES 
 
The meeting was attended by all council members: Jose Garcia (President), Edgar 
Brun (Vice President), Ivona Mladineo (Meeting Secretary), Sean Monaghan 
(Publications Officer), Klaus Knopf (Treasurer), Snježana Zrnčić (General Secretary). 
 
 
1) Status of action points from minutes from Porto council meeting, September 2019 

There were no specific action points set up during the Porto meeting. 

 

2) President 

a) Report 

In March, a one-year lasting contract with CEFAS was signed with a possibility 

for extension. The extension will be discussed in the light of circumstances later 

this year, based on the process of registration of the EAFP. After registration 

some changes in the administrative structure of the association might be 

required. 

Action points: The President, Treasurer and General Secretary will determine 

what specific duties regarding administrative support will be needed during the 

new circumstances. 

 

b) Registration of the EAFP 

During recent years some problems originated in the functioning of the EAFP 

since it is not registered and has no VAT number, e.g. it was impossible to sign 

the contract with the agency organizing the Tampere conference (Finland, 

2013); it was impossible to transfer conference surplus to the EAFP bank 

account from the Porto conference (Portugal, 2019); long-term sustaining 

members are resigning because they have no legal background to transfer 

membership fees to the EAFP etc. Therefore, registration has become a must 

and the Treasurer is exploring the possibility of registering the EAFP in Berlin, 

Germany. He informed the Council Board that registration of the association 

requires some changes in the statute which must be voted on by members.  



 

 

Action points: The Treasurer will engage a lawyer and explore all details 

needed to register the EAFP in Germany. After that President, Treasurer and 

General Secretary will address all members with an explanatory letter and invite 

them to vote for changes of statute via internet. 

 

3) Meetings secretary 

a) Aberdeen 2019 conference updates  

The local organising committee had a meeting at the beginning of May and 

updated the Meeting secretary on the current situation, also proposing the 

budget for the conference. The latter was discussed in length in order to adapt 

to the forthcoming situation affected by the pandemic. The organisation is 

progressing according to the plan. A proposal of the agreement with local 

organisers is expected soon. 

Action Point: Meeting Secretary and President will discuss the registration 

fees with local organisers. 

 

b) Benefits of the Porto conference and cooperation with Skyros 

Since it is not possible to directly transfer the profit from the Porto conference 

to the EAFP bank account because the Association has no VAT number, it was 

agreed that Skyros will pay EAFP invoices, starting with the invoice for Bulletin 

printing (Albion Press).  

 

c) Small grant scheme 

To four (Alienet Rodriguez Rodriguez from Cuba, Cloe J. English from 

Australia, Massimo Orioles from Italy, Urvashi Goswami from Hungary) of five 

awardees (Yesutor K. Soku from UK) the grant was transferred to their bank 

accounts, although the activities have been postponed. All awardees, except  

Alienet Rodriguez, updated the Meeting secretary on their grant status: 

Massimo Orioles activated his grant, Cloe J. English will probably start in Bern 

in 2021, Urvashi Goswami will go to the Czech Republic when permitted. In the 

case of Yesutor K. Soku from UK, whether he will start the grant depends on 

the time when he finishes his Masters course. 

Action Point: Meeting Secretary will contact all awardees and inform them that 

they need to use their grants by the end of May 2021. 



 

 

 

4) Council Board members election in 2021 

The council positions for president, treasurer and meeting secretary should be 

announced and open for election in 2021. The announcement should be 

published in late autumn. 

Action Point: General Secretary will prepare announcement for CB election in 

November 

 

5) Publications officer 

a) Report 

The bulletin switched to a new on-line manuscript submission and reviewing 

process through the Scholastica platform. Consequently, the instructions for 

authors have been updated. Publications Officer is negotiating with Scholastica 

regarding the possibility to take over online publication of the bulletin in the 

future. They could upload all already published articles in pdf format into an 

online journal with no additional costs.  

The number of submitted manuscripts increased compared to the previous 

year, as well as the share of accepted versus rejected papers. There will 

therefore be no shortage in published issues and issue 6 is planned to be a 

special edition dedicated to Diagnostics. Although the impact factor is 

increasing very slightly it is promising considering we have yet to move to Open 

Access and have not yet had DOIs assigned to published manuscripts. Still, 

most of the submitted manuscripts fall in the field of Parasitology, although 

there has been more papers submitted on Bacteriology and Histopathology.  

Some changes of subject editors occurred because Steve Feist 

(Histopathology) and David Verner Jeffreys (Bacteriology) resigned from post. 

They have been replaced by Patricia Noguera (Histopathology) and Kim 

Thompson (Bacteriology). PO is currently trying to organise awarding reviewers 

by Publons. 

Collaboration with 5M is going forward and there are some titles in the process 

of negotiation and others already agreed. Two books are expected to be 

published in 2021. 

Action point: PO will continue to find out the precise condition of the 

cooperation with Scholastica with Bulletin processing and online publication as 



 

 

soon as possible. GS will sort out the exact number of the members wishing to 

receive a printed format of the bulletin. 

 

6) Next council meeting 

The next CB meeting will be held in autumn, hopefully by face to face instead 

of online. It should be held either in Stirling or Berlin or online, depending on 

the epidemiological situation and the possibility to travel. 

 

General Secretary 

July 2020 


