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A NOTE ON IPNV FROM EELS
By Devrn Bucrs

In the course of an investigation into
the health of eels on a commercial eel
farm in England, IPN virus was isolated.
This is the first isolation of IPNV from
eels in the United Kingdom, and was con-
sidered to be of interest because the Sero-
type was AB, whereas most IPN virus
types in the U.K. are Sp.

The farm received elvers from one of
two common collecting sites, and they had
been on the farm for about I year and
were in good condition, with no clinical
abnormalit ies. Eels collected frorn the

Author' 's address:
D Buche , MAFF, The Nothe, Weymouth,

Jorgensen, P. E. V.: Egtved virus: Antigenic
variat ion in 76 r ' i rus isolates examined in
r-rcutlal izat ion te sts and by means of the
fluorescent antibody technique. Syrnp. Zool.
Soc .  London t972,  50 ,333-340.

Jorgensen, P. E. V. k Fr. Bregnballe: Infec_
tious pancreatic necrosis in rainbow trout
(Saimo gairdneri) in Dennark. Nord. Vet.-
Med. 1969, 21, 142-148.

Jnrgensen, P. E. V. & C. Grauballc: problems
in the serological typing of IpN virus.
Ac ta  Vet .  Scand.  1971,  12 ,  l4S-147.

de Kinhelin, P., B. Galimard & R. Bootsm.a
Isolat ion and identi f icat ion of the causative
agen of "red disease" of pike (Esox lucius
L, 1766). Nature (Lor.rdon) 1g73, 241, 465_
467.

r lc Kinhel in, P. & M, le Berre: Isolernent d'un
rhabdovir.us pathog8ne de 1a tr.uite f  ario
(Sahno trutta, L. 1766). C. R. Acad. Sc.
Pa l is  1977,  2 ,94 ,  101-104.

Wolf ,  I{ . ,  S. F. Snieszho, C. E. Dttnbur k E.
Pyla: Virus nature of infect ious pancreatic
necrosis in t lout. Proc. Soc. Exp. Biol.  Med.
1960, 101, i05-108.

University of lVlunich,

IN THE U.K.

salne source, but on dif ferent farms were
negative for IPNV. Further investigation

revealed that an import of small eels frorn

France had been held on the farm for a

short while. but. at the t ime of our investi-
gation, had been transferred elsewhere.

The farm uti l ises industr ial warm water

eff luent (22"C), original ly taken from a

nearby r iver. We screened a cross-section

of species of wi ld f ish from the r iver, in-

cluding salmonids. These al l  were nega-

t ive for iPNV. The source of the infect ion

remains unknown.
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