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S.F. Snieszko Distinguished Service Award, Special Achievement Award, and Snieszko Student Travel Awards

The time has come to nominate individuals for S.F. Snieszko Distinguished Service Award, Special Achievement Award, and Snieszko Student Travel Awards.  For those of you that don’t know what these awards stand for, the Snieszko Distinguished Service Award is the highest award in the FHS presented for the purpose of honoring individuals for outstanding accomplishments in the field of aquatic animal health. This is a career award and may be given to more than one person in a year but is not necessarily awarded every year. The Special Achievement Award is presented to a FHS member who has made a significant accomplishment in the fish health field regarding a new discovery, diagnostic method, publication, etc. This award is for a one-time accomplishment and may or may not be given out every year. This award may be given for: (1) a unique contribution to the fish health field (such as a new diagnostic tool, a new technique to control disease, etc.), (2) a significant research accomplishment, or (3) outstanding leadership in resolving a major aquatic animal health problem. The achievement must meet high standards of science and survive peer review.  And finally, the Snieszko Student Travel Awards are awarded to one or more students yearly to defray travel to the FHS meeting and to present a talk in the aquatic animal health field.
This year we do have some exciting changes in the Snieszko Student Travel Award.  For one, the Fish Health Section has made available extra funds to assist approximately 10 foreign and domestic students to travel to the 2010 International Symposium of Aquatic Animal Health in Tampa, FL in September.  In addition, all students that apply to present at 2010 ISAAH will have their Fish Health Section dues paid for one year.  For students that are not currently members, their 2010 dues will be paid, and for all current student members, their 2011 dues will be paid.  Please follow the guidelines (attached) on how to apply.  

All nominees (except for student travel awards) must be FHS members.   Nominations will be accepted until 5PM (EST) May 2, 2010.  

Thanks,






Deb Iwanowicz

Deborah Iwanowicz

Chair, AFS/FHS Nominating and Balloting Committee

National Fish Health Research Laboratory

11649 Leetown Road

Kearneysville, WV 25430

Snieszko Student Travel Awards for 2010 ISAAH - a sum of up to $1000 awarded to one or more students yearly to defray travel to a professional meeting to present a talk in the aquatic animal health field. The requirements and procedures for selection of student awards are as follows:

A.
Basic Requirements from Student Applicants

a.
Letter of application and statement of any special financial circumstances (i.e., not supported by a stipend, etc.)

b.
Curriculum vitae must be submitted along with three letters of recommendation.

c. 
Itemized budget on how money is to be spent, i.e. travel, meals, lodging and registration.

d.
Copy of abstract of paper to be presented.

B.
Judgment Criteria

Weight

a.
Quality of abstract 
50

b.
Significance of/interest in the research 
5

c.
Academic achievement 
10

d.
Professional achievement 
10

e.
Financial need 
25

C.
Procedure for Selection

a.
Request for application announced in the October and January issues of the Newsletter with a deadline.

b.
Chair of the Awards Committee receives the application packets and sends a letter of receipt to each applicant.

c.
Applicants are ranked according to total scores obtained from the points earned in the Judgment Criteria.

d.
The number of applicants awarded travel funds will depend upon the amount of interest available on the account and the ranking and number of applicants. The intent is to fund as many students as possible, beginning with the highest ranked, until the interest money runs out.

e.
Committee decisions for awarding the travel funds are relayed to each applicant by letter and the AFS office is notified to send checks to the successful candidates. The meeting program chair is also notified of the successful applicants such that footnotes on their printed abstracts 

All nominees must be FHS members and, if elected, they must also be an AFS member during their tenure as the committee chairperson or as a section officer.  For a person to serve on the Professional Standards committee they must also be a certified Fish Health Inspector, a certified Fish Pathologist or a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine.  Nominations will be accepted until 5PM (PST) March 20, 2009.  If you are interested in being considered for any of these positions or would like to nominate someone please contact me.

Thanks,






Deb Iwanowicz

Deborah Iwanowicz

Chair, AFS/FHS Nominating and Balloting Committee

National Fish Health Research Laboratory

11649 Leetown Road

Kearneysville, WV 25430

Tel: (304) 724-4439

Fax: (304) 724-4435

Email: diwanowicz@usgs.gov







